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when the clock is running, revolve once an hour on a horizontal aria 
this will do away with the effect of gravity in determining the direction 
of growth in the germinating seeds. Now fill the box half full of moi?t 
sawdust, place on this a number of easily germinating seeds and fill the 
remainder of the box with dry sawdust, held in place by tying mosquito 
netting over the mouth of the box. Set the clock going and let it stand 
in a warm place with the dry end towards the stove or radiator. More 
moisture may be supplied from time to time, if necessary, through little 
holes punched in the bottom of the box. When examined after a day or 
two the roots will be found growing mainly towards the moist end of the 
box. The seeds may be partly germinated before putting them in the 
box. —Goodwin D, Swezey, Donne College , Crete , Nebraska . 


OPEN LETTERS. 


A botanical “year-book 
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Haying read your editorial in the February number, I am quite oj 
r opinion that an American compilatorv work like that of Just would 

t great value tn KraurUcto n a *7 isttil But 


your 

X 4 * --v*** tvtiu wjii|jj jap *i y w %ji n iu\o iuf4v v/i « 

be of great value to botanists, but too extensive for the Gazette. 
you could doa very good work by giving short annual summaries of the 
new species and genera published in America, with references indicating 
place of publication and habitat, as has been done since the close of low 
y the British Journo! of Efiany. Every year there need be only • 

{.ages but they would be of high value to systematic botanists. Itw 

thus become a necessary local and permanent continuation of tbegigaoW 

wnrlr now -•*- 0 f course the first summary ought to 


work now in preparation at Kew. 
include hve years, beginning with the close of 1885. 

Leipzig. 


Otto Kuntze 


collections ot weeds 


w#>Pf^^ er a correspondence, the question, what are our IN* 

6 ? 8 fairI y w . e11 answered for all portions of our country. « 
farm to issue sets of the w’orat hundred of these P eS f® a . 

of tho «of ar( f e a’ *° flowed in the near future by parallel coll.. 
the writov f °i 8 ? 1 ? ae species. In an extended labor of love, as ^ 
favor nnn ?f 8 J U8tl ^ e ^ in asking all botanists and others who i°° 
or more snbaf 6 enter P r i se » to kindly express by postal card their app 
particidaH? ? n - a ^°/ d8 of encouragement. *Tbe collection. •JjjA 
of the acrrtAt ( . esi Sn e d for the botanists, horticulturists and ng rict *. , , 

sAWK 1?nations. wUl.it i. gflf 


honed fii 7 V JUtJ s e8 ana e 

JE£» place in any herba 


11 vii v a w vi v'uijj tv 

not before occupied. 


snecip« will "ciunriuin noi oeiore occupy fl 

of the country made npfrom the scores of reports of botanists ^in‘ jjj 
pe8tiferona rJ ^ €,r twenty worst weeds and will include . 

not yet fixe? fir 10 01 *5« v * ri ou. Winn, of the United States P" 

pon, will be not far from eight dollars for 



Rutgers Colle 9e, New Bmmwk-k, N. J. 


Byron 








